India: Oxford University Press, 2014. xx + 344 pages. Cloth, $49.95, ISBN: 978-019-809623-8. In the past ten years, India has experienced its lowest decade-long population growth rate since Independence in 1947 along with unprecedented demographic gains. Rapidly shifting demographic trends, including impressive reductions in fertility coupled with falling unmet need for contraception and significant reductions in infant and early childhood mortality, have produced a demographic dividend. These demographic shifts have been paralleled by significant advances in literacy and the narrowing of gender gaps in education, and some improvements in reproductive health, including increases in skilled attendance at delivery. Significant shifts in the dependency ratio have given India a unique opportunity for economic growth, and the country is now at a demographic crossroads. Continued investment in programs related to population and reproductive health can potentially assist India in continued demographic progress and push the country into the later stages of the demographic transition, although much work remains to be done. Maternal mortality, poverty, reproductive rights, and gender equity all remain areas of concern and need urgent attention if India is to reap the rewards of its recent demographic progress.
and Opportunities," Santhya and Jejeebhoy divide policies into those for out-of-school and in-school youth and divide programs into those focused on nutrition, gender disparities, and educational or vocational attainment. Within each category, the authors describe the genesis and content of the policy, as well as trends and patterns in key indicators, allowing the reader to appreciate the synergy between policy, program, and population-level outcomes. A discussion of outstanding areas of concern for each thematic area is also included, as is an outline of future challenges. The barriers to future success in each area are summarized in the final chapter, "Moving Forward," which makes strong, evidence-based (if not entirely surprising) recommendations for policy and programmatic action.
Some sections of the book could benefit from more attention. For a text that rests so heavily on data to describe trends and patterns, there is a curious lack of examination of data quality. Central to each chapter is a detailed presentation of key indicators, yet there is almost no reporting of any evidence, or the authors' views, regarding the quality of the data being presented. This appears to be a missed opportunity to call for greater attention to improving measurement and data quality. Also lacking is a detailed description of the cultural forces that shape many of the demographic and reproductive health patterns reported. Whereas issues such as early and child marriage or female autonomy are discussed, the cultural roots of these issues are largely overlooked. Many readers will undoubtedly want to know more about why these issues continue to prevail. By the authors' own admission, the book is light on some areas of sexual health, particularly HIV/AIDS, and makes no mention of vulnerable sexual and gender minority groups and their place in India's demographic and reproductive health profile.
These weaknesses are far outweighed by the book's numerous significant strengths. Through the careful use of key data sources and a thorough description of policy, the text provides one of the most complete reviews of India's demographic and reproductive health. For those wanting to understand India's demographic profile, the book offers all the necessary facts and figures, while for those looking to understand the policy environment, it clearly outlines current and recent policies while offering thoughtful comments on areas needing further attention.
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